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;^ is associated with the first offer (1 103) and is not associated with any offer other than the first offer (1 103). (The first identifier (1107) may 
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not already know of the first identifier (1 107), then the offer matching system communicates it to the first participant. A second participant 
communicates to the offer matching system a description of a second offer (1201) that is capable of being executed at least in part against 
the first offer (1 103) in accordance with a set of rules that govern the operation of the offer matching system. The first participant then 
discloses the first identifier (1 104) to a first disclosee. The first disclosee may then present a query to the order matching system, containing 
among other things information indicative of the first identifier (1 104). 
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2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-168 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4). because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest 
communicating from a first participant to the offer matching system a first description of a first offer; associating the first offer 
with a first identifier, the first identifier not associated with any offer other than the first offer; if the first descnption does not 
disclose the first identifier, then communicating the first identifier from the offer matching system to the first participant in a 
manner that discloses to the first identifier is associated with the first offer; communicaUng from a second participant to the offer 
matching system a description of a second offer; the offer matching systwn' s executing the first offer at least m part against the 
second offer in accordance with a set of niles that govern the operation of the offer matching system; if a first disclosee. the 
first disclosee not being the same as the first participant, does not already possess information which discloses that the first 
identifier is associated with the first offer and that a first related person satisfies a first condition seleOed from the groi^ 
consisting of- the first offer is for the benefit of the first related person, the first offer is for the account of the first related 
person the first related person made an investment decision to make the first offer, the fkst related person has a financial 
interest in the first offer, the first related person is financiaUy responsible for the first offer, the first related person is acting 
as an agent with respect to the first offer, and the first related person is acting as a principal with respect to the f irst offer, then 
the first participant possesses information which discloses that the first identifier is associated with the first offer, commumcating 
the first identifier from the first participant to the first disclosee in a manner which discloses to the first disclosee that the first 
related person satisfies the first condition; after the first disclosee possesses information which discloses that the f irst idenufier 
is associated with the first offer and that the first related person satisfies the first condition, commumcating from the first 
disclosee to the offer matching system a first request for information, wherein tiie first request includes the first identifier; 
avoiding pubUc (Continued on Supplemental Sheet.) 
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V. 2. REASONED STATEMENTS - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Continued): 

disclosure that the first related satisfies the first condition; and in response to the first request, and without the offer matching 
system's determining that the first request was made by a person entitled to receive confidential information concerning the 
first offer, communicating from the offer matching system to the first disclosee a first data item, wherein the first data item 
concerns the first offer, and before receiving the first data item, the first disclosee does not possess information which 
discloses that the first data item concerns the first offer, and whereby the first disclosee. which already possesses information 
which discloses thai the first discloses that the first related person satisfies the first condition, gains possession of information 
which discloses that the first data item concerns the first offer. 
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